 Board of Supervisors
Meeting Minutes

May 19, 2026




              Agricultural Center
                Elyria OH  44035
Supervisors present: Carl Wesemeyer, Vice-Chair, Peggy Vasu, Treasurer, Kolin Bendickson, Secretary (Arrived 4:37 p.m.), Trent Hill, Member

Supervisors absent: Ian Wilkshire, Chair
Associate Supervisors present: None
Associate Supervisors absent: John Born, Bob Pandy, Lawry Babitt, Kathleen Bradley
SWCD personnel present: Patti Donnellan, District Administrator and Lynne Parsh, Office Manager, Andy Cooksey, Drainage Engineer

SWCD personnel absent: Jack Fisher, Stormwater Specialist, Hayden Matus, Conservation Technician
ODA, DSWC personnel present: Tom Holmes, ODA Program Specialist (report in packet)
ODA, DSWC personnel absent: None
NRCS present: Annie Wolodzko, NRCS Resource Specialist
NRCS absent: Jeremy Liechty, NRCS District Conservationist (Lorain/Medina)
Guest: Don Romancak, Lorain County Stormwater & Community Development
Wesemeyer called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m.
Nominating Committee: Bendickson did not have an update from the nominating committee.  
Public Comment: None
Minutes: Vasu moved to approve the minutes of the April board meeting; 2nd by Hill.  Motion passed 3-0.

Bills to be paid: Vasu moved to approve the revised April and May bills; 2nd  by Hill. Motion passed 3-0.
April “revised” bills:           District Fund                  17 items                $  2,334.06
                                             Special Fund                  11 items                $69,565.82
May bills:                             District Fund
            13 items
      $14,993.34 
         Special Fund                  11 items                $29,310.14 
Continuing Education Scholarship fund:    Jack Copley     $1000.00 

April bank statements and reconciliations were presented for Board signature (Vasu). 
Staff timesheets were presented for Board signature and matched against ADP Labor Distribution reports (Vasu).
Employees leave accrual balances ending as of 4/18/26:
Parsh:          Annual: 236.60      Sick:  584.08       Comp:     18.38  as of 4/4/26             
Fisher:         Annual:   18.00      Sick:    50.78       Comp:     36.42     
Donnellan:  Annual: 200.70      Sick:   390.01      Comp:   112.87   
Matus:         Annual:  52.00       Sick:   185.42      Comp:   104.44  as of 3/21/26       
Cooksey:     Annual:  35.04       Sick:   189.73      Comp:       9.38
NRCS Report: Wolodzko handed out the NRCS report to the board.  
ODA Report: Holmes gave his report.
Activity Reports:
Donnellan: Donnellan indicated that the past month was heavily outreach-focused with events like our semi-annual fish sale, a presentation to Avon Garden Club at Miller Nature Preserve, Lorain Couty Community College’s Earth Day Festival, on a panel discussion for the “Ripples of Plastic” documentary showing at Lakeview Beach, our Pollinator Habitat Outreach Program (PHOP) event, and Lorain County Metro Parks’ “Spring Green Market” at Miller Nature Preserve.
Donnellan & Cooksey met with Leigh Prugh & Kathy Perales from Lorain County Prosecutors Office to discuss the ditch petition process.  Donnellan, Matus, & Cooksey visited Rathlin Soils – Lorain County’s new compost facility – for a tour of the operations.
Donnellan was unable to attend Area 2 Envirothon due to illness. Lorain County will be hosting the 2027 Area 2 Envirothon with assistance from Cuyahoga SWCD & OSU Extension. Tentative location will be at the Elyria Amvets property on Middle Ave. 

Donnellan recently hosted the quarterly meeting of the Black River AOC Advisory Committee. 

Donnellan shared that the state match worksheet has been completed & will be sent post-board meeting after Treasurer Vasu signs off on it. Still awaiting local appropriations, which should be arriving within the next week.

Donnellan informed the board that our Area 2 ODA Watershed Coordinator John Timmons has transferred to ODNR Coastal Management. No replacement for John at the moment.

Donnellan applied to the Habitat Hero Plant Kit Awards through Pollinator Partnership and the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign. Awards will be announced in the fall. This award would provide plants (up to ~300) to be installed on our pollinator plot.
Donnellan praised Fisher (absent) for his commitment to his non-partisan approach to his Erosion & Sediment Controls procedures, which includes issuing a Notice of Violation to a board member. It was suggested by Romancak (guest – Lorain County Stormwater & Community Development) & Vice-chair Wesemeyer that to remove any perception of impropriety to have KE McCartney perform ESC inspections when they involve board/staff. Romancak said that the Stormwater District would cover those expenses.

Cooksey: Reviewed the Assistance Request tool and indicated that we are moving into implementation of the tool and will be closing out the open requests that were left open to test the operation of the tool.  Additionally, a lot of requests were received regarding drainage and flooding issues.  As a result, a lot of time has been spent on getting the information to the callers.

 

Also reviewed was a recent conversation with the County Prosecutor's office that he and Donnellan had regarding ditch petitions and drainage law in general.  In general, the petition appeal process does seem to take a long time to allow for the sufficient time for the property owners to submit their appeals, have the courts review them and render a decision.  Additionally, the property owners have filed multiple appeals to courts beyond the county courts. Cooksey also indicated that the OSU offices have a department that focuses on things like drainage law and ditch petitions and that he has been working to get an audience with them to discuss the state perspective on the matter.

Fisher: Not in attendance.
Matus: Not in attendance.
Parsh: The only item Parsh had was already mentioned by Holmes.  She asked the board to let her know if they were planning on attending the summer supervisor school in July. The deadline to register is July 10th.
Other Business: Romancak said he and the Board of Commissioners wanted to thank Soil & Water for working together and recognizing that the district is a county-wide agency.  Cooksey has been a big help with some drainage issues that were recently looked at in Amherst.  Donnellan has been a huge help with facilitating the Black River AOC.  He mentioned that the board and all staff should attend the de-listing next year when the celebration occurs. 
Old Business: No updates on the District owned property or tile/drainage on county owned farmland.
Bendickson moved to adjourn at 5:30 p.m.; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 4-0.
_______________________________________

Recorded and submitted by Lynne Parsh
_______________________________________                 
________________________________
Kolin Bendickson, Secretary


   
 Ian Wilkshire, Chairman 

               Next scheduled meeting: Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.
