 Board of Supervisors
Meeting Minutes

July 21, 2026




              Agricultural Center
                Elyria OH  44035
Supervisors present: Ian Wilkshire, Chair, Carl Wesemeyer, Vice-Chair, Peggy Vasu, Treasurer, Kolin Bendickson, Secretary
Supervisors absent: Trent Hill, Member
Associate Supervisors present: Kathleen Bradley
Associate Supervisors absent: John Born, Bob Pandy, Lawry Babitt
SWCD personnel present: Patti Donnellan, District Administrator and Lynne Parsh, Office Manager, Andy Cooksey, Drainage Engineer, Jack Fisher, Stormwater Specialist, Hayden Matus, Conservation Technician
SWCD personnel absent: None
ODA, DSWC personnel present: None
ODA, DSWC personnel absent: Tom Holmes, ODA Program Specialist (report in packet)
NRCS present: Jeremy Liechty, NRCS District Conservationist (Lorain/Medina)
NRCS absent: None
Wilkshire called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.
Nominating Committee: Bendickson said the two candidates we have are running unopposed. All necessary paperwork has been filled out and will be submitted. 
Public Comment: Kathleen Bradley mentioned that today, 7/21, was the deadline to rsvp for the Farm Bureau pork chop dinner.  Wesemeyer said he was attending and Bradley was planning on attending too. 
Minutes: Vasu moved to approve the minutes of the June board meeting; 2nd by Wesemeyer.  Motion passed 4-0.

Bills to be paid: Vasu moved to approve the revised June and July bills; 2nd  by Bendickson. Motion passed 4-0.
June “revised” bills:           District Fund                   4 items                  $13,883.12
                                           Special Fund                  10 items                  $40,829.17
July bills:                           District Fund
           5 items
                  $ 7,170.18 
       Special Fund                   9 items                   $29,116.71 
June bank statements and reconciliations were presented for Board signature (Vasu). 
Staff timesheets were presented for Board signature and matched against ADP Labor Distribution reports (Vasu).
Employees leave accrual balances ending as of 6/13/26:
Parsh:          Annual: 231.10      Sick:  596.33       Comp:     26.13             
Fisher:         Annual:   30.40      Sick:    46.78       Comp:     23.97     
Donnellan:  Annual: 213.10      Sick:   384.41      Comp:     72.12   
Matus:         Annual:   70.60      Sick:   206.00      Comp:     65.69        
Cooksey:     Annual:   19.84      Sick:   174.38      Comp:         .38
NRCS Report: Liechty handed out the NRCS report to the board.  
ODA Report: Report was included in board packet.
Activity Reports:
Donnellan: Donnellan provided updates on the Black River AOC/Advisory Committee: Q9 reports were submitted; quarterly meeting was held 7/7; meeting minutes approved & posted to website along with several other updates to website; LOS for the delisting document submitted; governor’s office would like delisting process expedited to fall within the current administration; video production is underway.
Items Donnellan presented to the board for approval: 2027 budget; 2026 Internal Review; fall fish sale price increase; Annual Meeting catering quote; Donnellan’s attendance at the Ohio Watershed Leaders Conference in September.

Wesemeyer moved to approve the 2027 District’s budget; 2nd by Vasu. Motion passed 4-0.

Wesemeyer moved to approve the fall fish sale prices with a slight increase in prices-largemouth bass-$1.50, Bluegill-$1.25, Hybrid bluegill-$1.25, Channel Catfish-$1.00, Koi-$15.00, Sunfish-$1.25, Yellow Perch-$1.25, Fathead minnows-100 for $10.00, Amurs-$18.00, pond management book-$25.00, pond conditioner-$95.00, fish food-$55.00; 2nd by Bendickson.  Motion passed 4-0.
Wesemeyer moved to acknowledge the 2026 Internal Review completed by Donnellan; 2nd Vasu.  Motion passed 4-0.
Wesemeyer moved to approve Donnellan attending the Ohio Watershed Leaders Conference in September; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 4-0.

Wesemeyer moved to approve the annual meeting dinner menu to be catered by Pogies of Amherst; 2nd by Bendickson.  Motion passed 4-0.
Donnellan still has not heard back from OSWCC re: attendance at OSWCC meeting at Summer Supervisors School. At this point, she will not be in attendance & the email & associated letter from Lorain County Fiscal Director sent mid-June will have to suffice.
Lorain County Pork Chop Policy meeting is Tuesday, July 28th at LCCC. LSWCD will have a presence there with several board members in attendance.

Donnellan & Bendickson have completed the EL-3 form for our Board of Supervisors election & will be sent to ODA promptly.

Donnellan discussed a guest speaker for the Annual Meeting in September. Lorain County Farm 
Bureau has already secured him to present on the property tax issue.

Donnellan reminded the board to review the 2026 Area 2 & Ohio Salary Summaries that were forwarded last week.

“Waders & Watersheds” tour of Gerber project for local lawmakers on Friday, June 26th had only one aide from Sen. Husted’s office attend but was still a good day to view the progress of the project.

The rain barrel program is moving slower than anticipated due to shortages of supplies & general disorganization.

A rack card was created with a brief explanation of Ohio Drainage Laws. It was distributed during last week’s Lorain County Township Association meeting. 

Donnellan thanked Wilkshire & Parsh for attending the Lorain County Scholarship Night at the Fairgrounds recently. 

Donnellan informed the board that our social media channels seem to be back under our control.

Local Eagle Scout Odin Dutko will be doing some work at the Lorain County Ag Center including landscaping around the trees by the pollinator plot. 
There was a brief discussion regarding the Joel McRoberts Scholarship bank account balance becoming lower with each passing year.  There were a couple of suggestions as to how to handle that such as using the interest accrued in the district’s savings account, have money deposited into the scholarship fund on a yearly basis, etc.  It was decided to re-visit the fund at the beginning of the new year.
Donnellan informed the board that we should research the Local Ag Easement Purchase Program. We would act as local sponsors for local farmers that might be interested in protecting their farms in perpetuity. The informational brochure & FAQs were given to board members. 

Cooksey: Cooksey began with a summary of his having previously obtained certification as a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control through EnviroCert and our current activities with obtaining MOUs with some of the local cities and villages for providing EPA required services.  To reinstate his certification, he would need to update his education credits on his account and pay the renewal fee.  Additionally, he mentioned there might be some additional fees to reinstate (i.e. late fees) and that he would like to do the review course to refresh himself on the specifics of the certifications.  Due to the unknown reinstatement/late fees, the total cost to reinstate his certification is estimated to be about $700.  Cooksey requested approval to spend the money to reinstate his certification.
Vasu moved to approve up to $700.00 for whatever Cooksey needs to be reinstated for his CPESC certification; 2nd by Bendickson.  Motion passed 4-0.

 

Cooksey reviewed the status of the Assistance Request tool and indicated that they have divided up the recent calls and are refining the tool and the process.  Indicated that eventually there will likely be a brief summary report that will be provided to the board.  Also reiterated that he is researching drainage law and will continue to follow-up with OSU's Law Office to further discuss how involved our office should be with neighbor complaints.
Fisher: No board summary.
Matus:  Matus kept his Board Report very brief this month.  He started his board report with how he continues to do computer work including My Farms, tracking site visits, landowner assistance and H2Ohio. Matus also went over how he has spent the majority of the month working with producers to gather their soil samples and other info needed for the H2Ohio VNMP program for the CY 2027/2028. Matus informed the board that he’s attended multiple site visits with NRCS as well as for H2Ohio. He also attended a meeting regarding a drainage dispute with the Stormwater Department.  Matus worked with a landowner on designing a manure pit and working with ODA to design the pit to NRCS specs.  Lastly, he informed the board about a soil health training he attended down in Seneca County.  

Parsh: Parsh explained that staff had discussed amongst themselves a way of doing things differently this year regarding the August board meeting. It was suggested that staff handle the set-up the Wednesday afternoon before the fair begins and the board sets a different day or time for the board meeting.  With five people on staff, the set up finishes up quickly and then there is too much down time waiting for the board meeting to begin.  After a brief discussion regarding the availability of the board supervisors, a date and time was decided.
Vasu moved to reschedule the August board meeting to Wednesday, August 19th, at 10:00 a.m. here in the AG center; 2nd by Wesemeyer.  Motion passed 4-0.

Parsh will notify Trent Hill of the schedule change.
Other Business: None.
Old Business: No updates on the District owned property or tile/drainage on county owned farmland.  
Bendickson moved to adjourn at 10:33 a.m.; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 4-0.
_______________________________________

Recorded and submitted by Lynne Parsh
_______________________________________                 
________________________________
Kolin Bendickson, Secretary


   
 Ian Wilkshire, Chairman 

Next scheduled meeting: Wednesday, August 19, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.
