 Board of Supervisors
Meeting Minutes

September 16, 2025




              Agricultural Center
                Elyria OH  44035
Supervisors present: Ian Wilkshire, Chair, Peggy Vasu, Secretary, Will Schlechter, Treasurer
Supervisors absent: Carl Wesemeyer, Vice-Chair, Kolin Bendickson, Member
Associate Supervisors present: Kathleen Bradley
Associate Supervisors absent: John Born, Bob Pandy, Lawry Babitt
SWCD personnel present: Patti Donnellan, District Administrator, Andy Cooksey, Drainage Engineer, Lynne Parsh, Office Manager
SWCD personnel absent: Jack Fisher, Stormwater Specialist, Hayden Matus, Conservation Technician
ODA, DSWC personnel present: Tom Holmes, ODA Program Specialist 
ODA, DSWC personnel absent: None
NRCS present: Jeremy Liechty, Lorain/Medina District Conservationist
NRCS absent: None
Guest: Sally Hennessy, OSU Stem Educator, Trent Hill, future board supervisor
Wilkshire called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.
Public Comment: Ms. Hennessy, OSU Stem Educator, requested financial assistance on sponsoring an activity kit that Hennessy presents in Lorain County Schools.  Grants are no longer available, so she is asking that SWCD sponsor 10 kits at $75.00 each.  The kits are based on Rain to Drain, Slow the Flow, a 4-H project published by Penn State Extension office.

Schlechter asked if Don Romancak in Community Development would match how many kits we sponsor?  Donnellan said she would ask.

Schlechter moved to sponsor 10 kits at $75.00 each for a total of $750.00; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 3-0. 
Hennessy thanked the board for their time and sponsorship.  She will need a logo from soil & water.

Nominating Committee: No updates
Minutes:  Schlechter moved to approve the  board minutes of the August 13th meeting; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 3-0.
Bills to be paid: 
Vasu moved to approve the revised August bills and the September bills; 2nd by Schlechter. Motion passed 3-0.
August “revised” bills:        District Fund
              8 items
       $  3,857.16



         Special Fund                    9 items                  $32,499.75 
September:

         District Fund
             11 items                 $  3,710.90

                                 Special Fund
             10 items                 $29,678.34
August bank statements and reconciliations were presented for Board signature (Schlechter). 
Staff timesheets were presented for Board signature and matched against ADP Labor Distribution reports (Schlechter).
Employees leave accrual balances ending as of 8/23/25:
Parsh:          Annual: 233.40      Sick:  539.78      Comp:     6.00    (as of 7/26/25)       
Fisher:         Annual:   69.30      Sick:    51.70      Comp:   15.37     
Donnellan:  Annual: 164.00      Sick:   356.67     Comp:    46.12   
Matus:         Annual:   89.00      Sick:   130.38     Comp:    65.14     
Cooksey:     Annual:     6.14      Sick:   214.03     Comp:      7.50     
NRCS Report: Liechty went over his report.  
ODA Report:  Tom Holmes went over his report.
Activity Reports:
Donnellan: Donnellan advised the board that new t-shirts are in. All staff & board are welcome to have one. Donnellan thanked the board & staff for a successful fair week, Annual Meeting, and for supporting OSU Extension’s request for assistance in purchasing stormwater classroom kits. The board advised Donnellan to reach out to LC Stormwater for a potential match, as it would help meet MCM #1 Public Education & Outreach requirements.
Donnellan reminded the board the H2Ohio Conservation Ditch program for 2025-6 is open & is on a first come, first served basis until June 2026.
The first of three public meetings for Black River NPS-IS plan development  was held here at the Lorain County Ag Center. Turnout was disappointingly low with only one couple attending, who do not even live in the watersheds that the reports are being written. However, meaningful discussions were held with those landowners & the assisting partners.
Donnellan presented to the Amherst Garden Club on rain barrels & received very positive feedback. The SWCD services presentation for the Rotary Club originally scheduled for September 30th has now been moved to Spring 2026 due to a conflict from the Rotary Club.

Donnellan nominated Fisher, who was approved & accepted, for the Soil & Water Conservation Society’s “Emerging Leadership Program”

Cooksey: Cooksey read off the items listed on the Board Report.  He went into more detail on the ditch project that is currently being designed.  The intent is to establish CAD standards for the SWCD.  The template used will be using the NRCS standards due to their support of an established CAD standard already.  Due to the tedious nature of importing the NRCS layers and switching over the significant number of Civil 3D settings, it is taking a while longer than planned.  Once complete subsequent projects should be much smoother.

 

Discussed that GIS program planning continues, with interest in possibly bringing in Townships into the program to collect information at the Township level.

 

Also mentioned planning to start making contact with drainage complaint residents about their reported issues and helping to provide some direction.

Fisher: Donnellan gave Fisher’s report since he was unable to attend the meeting.
Matus: Donnellan also gave Matus’ report too.
Parsh: (1) Parsh mentioned that another audit was starting up for the years 2023-2024.  She has begun gathering items that have been requested.  2.) Asked the board what they thought of the annual meeting that had just been held. 3.) Bradley will be manning a table for the Lorain County Conservation District at the Fall Farm Tour held by Lorain County Farm Bureau.  The tabling will be at Bella Creamery in Grafton on Saturday, September 27th from noon to 5:00 p.m.
Other Business: County Home farmland situation.  Wilkshire talked to Karen Perkins from the county regarding the loss of crops Mr. Simms had encountered recently over the summer due to a mowing that occurred.  Perkins will handle the loss with possibly deducting an amount of money from Simms’ rental fees.  The request was to go before the county commissioners at their next meeting. 
Bradley mentioned that she had recently attended a Maryland Native Plant Society annual meeting in Maryland.  Found it to be very interesting.

Old Business: No update on the tile/drainage on county home farmland. 
Schlechter moved to adjourn at 5:28 p.m.; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 3-0.
_______________________________________

Recorded and submitted by Lynne Parsh
_________________________________                     ____________________________
Peggy Vasu, Secretary


   
   Ian Wilkshire, Chairman 

                        Next scheduled meeting: Tuesday, October 21, 2025, at 4:30 p.m.
