
2024 Stewardship week
poster and photo

contests 



The National Association of Conservation Districts 
will host the 68th Annual Stewardship Week 

April 28 to May 5, 2024

The theme is 

“May the Forest be with You, Always”

Additional Assist Poster
Digital Poster (Graphic Arts)

Photo

Hand Drawn Poster 
Braille Poster 

CONTEST CATEGORIES

nacdnet.org/contests
Visit our contests page for contest rules:



“If we are bold in our thinking, courageous in accepting

new ideas, and willing to work with instead of against our

land, we shall find in conservation farming an avenue to

the greatest food production the world has ever known.”

 ~ Hugh Hammond Bennett

Bennett was a champion of soil conservation and served as the first chief

of the Soil Conservation Service, now the Natural Resources

Conservation Service, and is known as "The Father of Soil Conservation."
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"With the forest,
the future is."

Download Free Education Materials at:
https://www.nacdnet.org/conservation-education-

hub/curriculum-3/

https://nacdnet.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/nacdnet/catalog.jsp?catalog=21&
https://nacdnet.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/nacdnet/catalog.jsp?catalog=21&


NACD Stewardship Week is one of the largest national programs to promote natural resource
conservation. Celebrated annually since 1955 between the last Sunday in April and the first Sunday in

May, NACD Stewardship Week reminds us of our individual responsibilities to care for natural
resources. Conservation districts across the United States take part in the Stewardship Week

Celebration through educational events, celebrations and contests.

What is Stewardship Week?

The National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) joins your Conservation District to
host the Annual Photo, Poster, and Digital Poster (Graphic Arts) Contests as part of its

comprehensive effort to promote natural resource conservation education across the United
States through local-level conservation districts, auxillary or state conservation associations.

Poster and Photo Contests

February 20 through December 1 annually. 

Release date for 2024 poster contest materials is November 15, 2023.

Need materials earlier for 2025? Send us an email so we can assist you!

What is the timeline for the contest?

Next, let’s understand the benefits of contest participation a little better..



The contests encourage participants, especially students, to engage with the
subject matter of natural resource conservation actively. By creating visual art,
participants learn about the importance of conserving natural resources, such
as soil, water, wildlife, and forests. This educational aspect fosters a deeper
understanding of environmental issues and their relevance to daily life.

The contests provide an avenue for community engagement. Local
conservation districts and state associations often organize and support these
events, creating opportunities for communities to come together, share
knowledge, and collaborate on conservation efforts. This fosters a sense of
community ownership and responsibility for the environment.

Visual art is a powerful medium for communication. It can convey complex
environmental concepts in a simple and compelling way. The contests enable
participants to express their thoughts and ideas about conservation effectively,
raising awareness about conservation issues among a broader audience.

Education and Awareness: 

Community Involvement: 

Communication and Outreach: 



By targeting students and young artists, the contests nurture the next
generation of environmental stewards. It instills a sense of responsibility and
empowers young people to take an active role in protecting the environment.
Engaging youth in conservation efforts is essential for ensuring a sustainable
future.

Local conservation districts are at the forefront of conservation efforts,
working directly with landowners and communities. The contests help these
districts build relationships with their communities and engage them in
conservation practices at the grassroots level. This local involvement is
critical for the success of conservation initiatives.

Artistic expression fosters creativity and innovation. Encouraging participants
to create visual representations of conservation concepts allows for unique
and imaginative approaches to the topic. This creativity can lead to novel
solutions and ideas for addressing environmental challenges.

Youth Involvement: 

Local-Level Impact: 

Promotion of Creativity:



Skill Demonstration: Showcases creativity, artistry, and effective communication – qualities

valued by scholarship committees.

Leadership & Initiative: Signals initiative and proactive engagement, traits highly sought after.

Standout Achievement: Sets applicants apart in competitive fields, giving an edge in

selections.

Relevance to Studies: Reflects dedication to their field, bolstering commitment and passion.

Networking: Opens doors to industry connections and mentorship opportunities.

Writing & Presentation Skills: Enhances application abilities for essays and statements.

Confidence Boost: Positively influences interviews and grant presentations.

Financial Support: May qualify for specialized awards in arts, sciences, or conservation.

Merit Indicator: Demonstrates merit, a crucial factor in many scholarship assessments.

Prestigious Recognition: Awards add prestige and memorability to applications.

National Recognition

Winning entries often receive national recognition, which can be a powerful motivator for

participants. It showcases their talent and dedication to conservation on a larger stage, inspiring

others to get involved. What is the other benefits of national recognition?  Involvement in these

contests bolsters scholarship and grant applications by: 
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Braille Poster Contest
New to 2024! Introducing the NACD Braille Poster Contest, a new addition inspired by a
creative 6th-grade student from Tuscola Conservation District, Michigan. This inclusive
competition invites blind and low-vision students in grades K-12 to participate, using
braille to create posters that champion natural resource conservation.

Additional Assist Poster Contest
Introducing the NACD Inclusive Poster Contest, open to all students who may benefit
from additional assistance in completing their posters. This contest promotes
accessibility and embraces diversity by providing a platform for students of varying
abilities to express their creativity and advocate for natural resource conservation.
Participants are encouraged to create posters that celebrate inclusivity and the beauty
of our environment.

Expanding to Serve: Empowering All Voices
NACD is committed to fostering a sense of belonging and inclusivity within our programs. We

recognize the importance of welcoming students from diverse backgrounds and varying abilities.
Our goal is to ensure that every student, regardless of their unique challenges or abilities, has the

opportunity to engage, learn, and contribute meaningfully to our conservation efforts.



NACD invites artistic expression for students of all abilities in grades K-12th. Participants
use traditional hand-drawn techniques to craft visually captivating posters that convey
the NACD contest theme. Originality is key, and all artwork must be entirely created by
individual students. 

NACD's Digital Poster Contest for 7th-12th graders welcomes digital artistry. Use graphic
arts programs to create posters featuring the NACD contest theme, but remember, no
copyrighted content outside of the NACD logo.

The annual Photo Contest, open to all amateur photographers who reside in the U.S. or
its territories. Contestants are allowed to enter as many as five photos each year that
each fit into one of the following four categories:

Conservation Practices            Close-up Conservation     Conservation in Action
Agriculture and Conservation Across America

Hand Drawn Poster 

Digital Poster (Graphic Arts)

Photo

https://www.nacdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Photo-Contest-Categories.pdf


All entries at the local and state-level contest must be submitted with a Local to State Form along with a

Contest Entry Form by the due dates set by your local conservation district. 

Find contact information for your local conservation district on NACD’s Conservation District Directory.

 All poster submissions must be sponsored by a local conservation district.

Posters for the national contest will only be accepted from state poster contest organizers. 

All State to National entries must be submitted through:

https://nacd.formstack.com/forms/2023_nacd_poster_contest_submission_form.

 Please note that although you do not need to include the original contest entry form with the national

submission, you will need to attest that you have obtained the written permission of the student’s

parent/legal guardian for the poster to be used for educational/promotional purposes.

Only electronic submissions are accepted – photos or scanned copies of the hand-drawn posters. 

The electronic submission should capture the original poster without editing, and images should be clear

(not blurry), well-lit and well-framed. 

Name the JPG/PDF file for the poster submitted in the following format: State_Category_FirstLastName

of the winner (Ex: Maryland_10-12_JoPerson).

1.

2.

3.
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https://www.nacdnet.org/contests/

How do I submit my posters?

Find all forms and additional information here: 



The contest is open to all amateur photographers who reside in the U.S. or its territories. Contestants are allowed to

enter as many as five photos each year that each fit into one of the following four categories:

Conservation Practices, Close-up Conservation, Conservation in Action, Agriculture and Conservation Across America

Photos are judged on technical merit and composition. 

One winner will be selected for each category and age division (adults are 19 and older as of December 1, 2024.) 

ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and submit this entry form for each photo you would like to enter into the contest.

Photo submissions should be uploaded through the form. Photos must be in a JPG, PNG or TIFF file format. Please

note, that although you do not need to submit a photo release form or subject and model release form along with your

photo, you will need to attest that these forms have been completed.

Minor digital enhancements for cropping, red-eye removal, filters and corrective functions are permitted; however, an

image judged to be significantly altered may be disqualified. 

Contestants are not permitted to place borders, frames or backgrounds around their images or to place watermarks,

dates, signatures or copyright images onto photos. 

Previously published photos are not eligible for the NACD Photo Contest.

All emailed photo files must be named by category, age division, last name, state and photo number. If you are

submitting only one photo in a category, your photo number is “1.” Additional photos in the same category should be

numbered consecutively.
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How do I submit my photos?

Find all forms and additional information here: 

https://www.nacdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Photo-Contest-Categories.pdf
https://nacd.formstack.com/forms/2023_nacd_photo_contest_submission_form
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https://www.nacdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Photo-Contest-Subject-and-Model-Release-Form.pdf


National Association
Conservation District

Helpful Links

NRCS Forest Service

US Fish and
Wildlife Service

Project 
Learning Tree

Tree
Foundation

Arbor Day
Foundation

SUSTAINABLE
FORESTRY INITIATIVE

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF

STATE FORESTERS

https://www.plt.org/
https://www.plt.org/
https://www.plt.org/


Education and Lesson Plan Guide

Activity Pages (11 x 17 inch)
Coloring pages, Bookmark, rack
cards, banner
Personalized service on printed
materials. (add your logo! FREE!)
Many new catalog items!
Free embroidery with each item on
marketplace! (Clothing)

What’s new in 2024?

(25 lesson plans)



NACD logo are the most visible assets we have as an organization. Their simple design is
memorable and classic, and foundational to our brand identity. Help us maintain the

effectiveness of NACD’s Conservation “C” and full logo by using them consistently and correctly,
as laid out in the guidelines below. 

You can also review the webinar on the branding guidelines by clicking here.

PLEASE DO NOT: 
Recreate either logo.

Stretch, compress, or distort either logo.
Use a screenshot of either logo for a print publication.

Enlarge either logo until it becomes “grainy” or distorted.
Add elements or lines to either logo.

Modify either logo’s colors.

If you have questions about appropriate applications for NACD logos, please contact the NACD
Communications Team: info@nacdnet.org

https://nacdnet.adobeconnect.com/pqp7hcwp3cyd/
mailto:nacdcomms@nacdnet.org

