 Board of Supervisors
Meeting Minutes

June 16, 2026




              Agricultural Center
                Elyria OH  44035
Supervisors present: Ian Wilkshire, Chair, Carl Wesemeyer, Vice-Chair, Peggy Vasu, Treasurer, Kolin Bendickson, Secretary (arrived 8:43 a.m.), Trent Hill, Member

Supervisors absent: None
Associate Supervisors present: Kathleen Bradley
Associate Supervisors absent: John Born, Bob Pandy, Lawry Babitt
SWCD personnel present: Patti Donnellan, District Administrator and Lynne Parsh, Office Manager, Andy Cooksey, Drainage Engineer, Jack Fisher, Stormwater Specialist, Hayden Matus, Conservation Technician
SWCD personnel absent: None
ODA, DSWC personnel present: Tom Holmes, ODA Program Specialist (report in packet)
ODA, DSWC personnel absent: None
NRCS present: Jeremy Liechty, NRCS District Conservationist (Lorain/Medina)
NRCS absent: None
Guest:  Kara MacDowell, Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, Area 2
Wilkshire called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.
Nominating Committee: Bendickson gave an update later on during the meeting. He said he has two names for the nominating committee, Charles Pafford and Matt Kretschmer.  Bendickson also said he has a person in mind to possibly run for a spot on the board. 
Public Comment: Kathleen Bradley asked the board if anyone knew anything about the “Eco-Industrial Park” proposed in the city of Oberlin.  No one did.
Minutes: Wesemeyer moved to approve the minutes of the May board meeting; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 4-0.

Bills to be paid: Vasu moved to approve the revised May and June bills; 2nd  by Vasu. Motion passed 4-0.
May “revised” bills:           District Fund                 13 items                  $14,993.34
                                           Special Fund                  11 items                  $47,345.05
June bills:                           District Fund
           4 items
                 $13,883.12 
       Special Fund                 11 items                  $34,784.04 
May bank statements and reconciliations were presented for Board signature (Vasu). 
Staff timesheets were presented for Board signature and matched against ADP Labor Distribution reports (Vasu).
Employees leave accrual balances ending as of 5/2/26:
Parsh:          Annual: 229.80      Sick:  589.78       Comp:     24.38             
Fisher:         Annual:   21.10       Sick:   55.48       Comp:     37.97     
Donnellan:  Annual: 203.80      Sick:   370.61      Comp:   112.87   
Matus:         Annual:  61.30       Sick:   196.01      Comp:   109.57        
Cooksey:     Annual:  41.24       Sick:   172.08      Comp:       9.38
NRCS Report: Liechty handed out the NRCS report to the board.  
ODA Report: Holmes gave his report.
Activity Reports:
Donnellan: Donnellan requested a signature on the Annual Plan of Work that was emailed prior to board meeting.
Wesemeyer moved to approve the 2026 Annual Plan of Work; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 5-0.

Donnellan requested the board’s assistance in completing the 2027 budget for the County. 

Donnellan informed the board that our 2026 local appropriations still have not been received & that Donnellan is now being called before the Ohio Soil & Water Conservation Commission as to why. Donnellan reached out to Lorain County Budget Director Saunders for a prepared statement to present at the Commission meeting on Monday, July 27th.
Deputy Administrator Perkins met with Donnellan & other representatives from each agency located within the Lorain County Ag Center to discuss building leases. Ms. Perkins indicated that rent will be raised from $10.56/ft2 to $19/ft2, effective July 1, 2026. LSWCD Vice-chair Wesemeyer is requesting a meeting with the Commissioners & other relevant County staff to discuss the lease details before signing.  
After a brief discussion of the district not receiving a 30-day notice regarding the rent increase, it was decided to have a motion allowing Wesemeyer to reach out to an attorney in the event the district would need to be represented in further discussions with the county.

Bendickson moved to permit Wesemeyer to seek possible outside representation from a legal attorney if needed; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 5-0.
Donnellan informed the board that the Fall Farm Tour will be held in the Columbia Station area & that she will be present at Red Wagon Farms to represent LSWCD. Donnellan requested staff/board to help. 
Cooksey: Reviewed the status of the Assistance Request tool and indicated that we have divided up the recent calls and are refining the process.  A lot of the calls are being addressed by myself, but we are beginning to assign various calls to the other SWCD staff and Stormwater District staff.  Indicated that eventually there will likely be a brief summary report that will be provided to the board.

 

He also indicated that conversations regarding ditch petitions and drainage law in general continues. The intent is to develop and establish a standard procedure/protocol for how the district should proceed with drainage related issues.  Specifically, how much the district should be involved with drainage and flooding complaints between neighbors. Cooksey was able to make contact with the OSU offices to discuss drainage law and ditch petitions.  We have not set a date to meet, but Cooksey has provided them with a list of items that he wants to discuss and am awaiting a response.

Fisher: Fisher has been conducting his site inspections throughout the county. He completed 9 SWP3 plan reviews this month. He attended 4 pre-construction meetings. He completed the Emerging Leaders in Conservation program and received a certificate for the program. He updated the board on his suggestions for promotional products and requested funding for purchasing the promotional products. Jack, Patti, Andy, Cuyahoga SWCD, Katie Williams and Natalie Gerts-Young all met over zoom to discuss Envirothon 2027. The SWCD office has held two assistance log meetings to divvy out landowners’ assistance requests to the correct entity. Fisher updated his inspection list and he conducts 58 inspections in the county at a monthly basis. He also let the board know that he submitted a draft MOU to the county prosecutors for review.

Vasu moved to approve the purchase of promotional items up to $800.00; 2nd by Bendickson.  Motion passed 5-0.
Matus: Matus informed the board that he has spent a large amount of time out of the office this past month planting his crops.  Therefore, he did not have a board report to present to them, but he did inform them that he intends to start the process of gathering producers’ information to start their VNMP contracts this month. Matus also informed the board that he had attended a surveying training as well as accompanying NRCS staff to some site visits. 

Parsh: Parsh mentioned that another short-pay had been received on the farmland that the District owns and she emailed the budget department to inform them of the discrepancy.  She has not heard back.

She also reminded the board of the deadline for registering for the Summer Supervisor School.

Other Business: Bendickson said he was looking at our mission statement on the Annual Plan of Work.  He asked how we were doing with upholding our mission statement?  What did we think? Parsh mentioned that at last month’s meeting, Don Romancak said that the board of commissioners were pleased with the work the district was doing and that we were on a positive upswing. 
Old Business: No updates on the District owned property or tile/drainage on county owned farmland.  
Wesemeyer moved to adjourn at 9:55 a.m.; 2nd by Bendickson.  Motion passed 5-0.
_______________________________________

Recorded and submitted by Lynne Parsh
_______________________________________                 
________________________________
Kolin Bendickson, Secretary


   
 Ian Wilkshire, Chairman 

Next scheduled meeting: Tuesday, July 21, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.
