 Board of Supervisors
Meeting Minutes

August 19, 2026




              Agricultural Center
                Elyria OH  44035
Supervisors present: Carl Wesemeyer, Vice-Chair, Peggy Vasu, Treasurer, Kolin Bendickson, Secretary
Supervisors absent: Ian Wilkshire, Chair, Trent Hill, Member
Associate Supervisors present: Kathleen Bradley
Associate Supervisors absent: John Born, Bob Pandy, Lawry Babitt
SWCD personnel present: Patti Donnellan, District Administrator and Lynne Parsh, Office Manager, Andy Cooksey, Drainage Engineer, Jack Fisher, Stormwater Specialist, Hayden Matus, Conservation Technician
SWCD personnel absent: None
ODA, DSWC personnel present: Tom Homes, ODA Program Specialist (report in packet)
ODA, DSWC personnel absent: None
NRCS present: Annie Wolodzko, NRCS Resource Conservationist (Lorain/Medina)
NRCS absent: None
Wesemeyer called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.
Nominating Committee: Voting will begin Monday, August 24, 2026.
Public Comment: None 
Minutes: Bendickson moved to approve the minutes of the July board meeting; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 3-0.

Bills to be paid: Vasu moved to approve the revised July and August bills; 2nd  by Bendickson. Motion passed 3-0.
July “revised” bills:           District Fund                   6 items                   $  8,307.35
                                           Special Fund                  11 items                  $65,286.51
August bills:                       District Fund
           8 items
                  $ 4,991.44 
       Special Fund                   9 items                   $29,076.77 
July bank statements and reconciliations were presented for Board signature (Vasu). 
Staff timesheets were presented for Board signature and matched against ADP Labor Distribution reports (Vasu).
Employees leave accrual balances ending as of 7/11/26:
Parsh:          Annual: 226.05      Sick:  587.28       Comp:     14.63             
Fisher:         Annual:   36.60      Sick:    51.12       Comp:     28.47     
Donnellan:  Annual: 219.30      Sick:   393.61      Comp:     63.62   
Matus:         Annual:   76.80      Sick:   191.20      Comp:     62.19        
Cooksey:     Annual:   20.24      Sick:   173.08      Comp:         .38
NRCS Report: Wolodzko handed out the NRCS report to the board.  She informed the board that she was leaving NRCS and her last day would be August 21, 2026.  
ODA Report: Report was included in board packet.
Activity Reports:
Donnellan: Donnellan is currently planning/assisting with planning seven separate events: the Lorain County Fair, a public meeting for review of the Black River delisting document on 9/16, the Annual Meeting on 9/22, the annual Ohio Community Wildlife Cooperative conference in November, rain barrel workshops in conjunction with LC Solid Waste, next year’s master rain gardener program, and the final delisting celebration for the Black River.
The price for tickets to the Annual Meeting will remain $18 this year. The Wellington Eagles Hall is rented & Pogie’s Catering is set.
Wesemeyer moved to have the annual meeting tickets sell at $18.00 each, comp tickets would be for any associate supervisor/spouse who attended two functions, either an event where they volunteered or attended at least two board meetings during the year, (no big tree contest winners this year), board supervisor candidates and their significant others, board supervisors/staff and spouses, conservationist of the year/spouse/family, county commissioners, volunteers who help out at the fair (Don Urig, Yvonne Ternes, Tim Zacharias, etc.), volunteers who helped with seedling sorting day (John Born, the Forthofers); 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 3-0.
Several meetings have taken place regarding staffing at the fair. We will be sharing our space with Rust Belt Riders & Rathlin Soils, who will be hauling the spoiled produce away at the end of fair week. Sophia from Pollinator Partnership will also be set up at least one or two days in our space.
Donnellan informed the board that comments on the OSWCC policy changes are due in a few weeks & that only one response per district is allowed, so it is imperative that the board understands the proposed changes and that we are all aligned before submitting comments. Donnellan encouraged the board to attend the “office hours” meetings.
Donnellan informed the board that enrollment is now open for the H2Ohio Conservation Ditch program.

Donnellan proposed to nominate Schlechter Brothers as 2026 Cooperator of the Year.  After a brief discussion took place, a decision was made.
Bendickson moved to approve the Schlechters Brothers for 2026 Cooperator of the Year; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 3-0.
Cooksey: Began with an update that his CPESC certification reinstatement fees have been settled and that a check was issued.  Also, reviewed the status of the Assistance Request tool and are continuing to refine the tool and the process.

 

Lastly, completed a final review of the other listed items in my report with minor updates that had occurred since the writing of the report.

Fisher: Fisher has been conducting his site inspections throughout the county. He completed 7 SWP3 plan reviews this month. He attended 4 pre-construction meetings. He provided two conditional plat approval recommendation letters. He ordered all promotional products for the office. Fisher provided assistance to landowners with 1951 aerial imagery. He attended an APAP training at Malabar Farms. He visited the Medina County Fair to get trained on the Medina Soil and Water Rolling Rivers trailer. He attended a meeting with Geoff Dilik, George Webb from Bramhall, and Don Romancak to discuss the county permitting process. Vice-board chair Carl Weisemeyer inquired further about the role the county has when conducting plan reviews for Mr. Dilik’s specific situation. The conversation centered around what constitutes ag land and who has the authority to question it. He attended the Beaver Creek plat-review final walkthrough with the county engineers and Bob Yost.

Matus: He started his board report with how he continues to work on computer work, MyFarms, site visits, emails and tile locations.  He also went over how he has spent the majority of the month working with producers to gather their soil samples, planned app’s and crop rotations for H2Ohio VNMP program for the CY 2027/2028 growing season.  Matus informed them that he’s attended multiple site visits with ODA Staff for H2Ohio and also informed them about attending a APAP complaint with Cooksey in Columbia Sation. Lastly, he informed the board that he had  attended 2 manure trainings put on by ODA. 

Parsh: The request about annual meeting tickets and who gets comped was discussed under Donnellan’s summary report.  Parsh also reminded the board of the Lorain County Farm Bureau Fall Farm Tour taking place on Saturday, September 26, 2026.
Other Business: None.
Old Business: No updates on the District owned property or tile/drainage on county owned farmland.  
Bendickson moved to adjourn at 10:33 a.m.; 2nd by Vasu.  Motion passed 4-0.
_______________________________________

Recorded and submitted by Lynne Parsh
_______________________________________                 
________________________________
Kolin Bendickson, Secretary


   
 Ian Wilkshire, Chairman 

     Next scheduled meeting: Wednesday, September 15, 2026, at 4:30 p.m.
