
































You will need to turn your compost
pile every few weeks with a
pitchfork to distribute air and
moisture. Make sure you also
sprinkle water on your pile in dry
weather. In most climates, you
will have finished compost in 3 to
6 months, when the waste becomes
a dark, crumbly material that is
uniform in texture. You can then
spread your compost in garden beds,
under shrubs, or use it as potting
soil.

If you do not have space for an
outdoor compost pile, you can
compost material indoors using a
special type of bin which you can
buy or make yourself. To make
your own indoor bin, drill Y-inch
diameter holes in the bottom and

sides of a plastic garbage can. Place
a brick in the bottom of a larger
garbage can, surround the brick with
a layer of wood chips or soil, and
place the smaller can inside on top
of the brick. Wrap insulation around
the outer can to keep the compost
warm and cover the cans with a lid.
Your compost should be ready to use
in 2 to 5 weeks, Remember to tend
your pile and keep track of what
you throw in. A properly managed
compost bin will not attract pests or
rodents and will not smell bad.
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Choosc A Lawn Carc Serw'cc

Many people choose to hire a
professional company to help
maintain their lawn. Lawn care
companies offer a range of services,
from fertilizing and pest control to
aerating, mowing, and renovation.
Lawn care companies should
follow the same healthy lawn
program outlined in this brochure.
They should also follow the same
precautions for minimizing pesticide
risks.

How can you be sure that a service
will do these things? Start by asking
questions like these:
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(2. Is the company licensed?

A\ Nearly all states require lawn
care companies to be licensed. The
qualifications for obtaining a license
vary from state to state, but having
a license is one indication that the
company is reputable and operating
legally.

(2. Does the company have a good
track record?

A\ Ask neighbors and friends who
have dealt with the company if they
were satisfied with the service they
received. Call the Better Business
Bureau or the state or local consumer
protection office listed in your phone
book; have they received any
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complaints about the company?
Determine from the state pesticide
regulatory agency if the company
has a history of violations.

(2. Is the company affiliated with a
professional lawn care association?

A Affiliation with a professional
association helps members to stay
informed of new developments in the
lawn care field.

A\ Does the company offer a variety
of pest management approaches?
Does it apply pesticides on a set
schedule or only when they are really
needed? Does it use integrated pest
management, or “[PM"-an approach
that often reduces pesticide use by

W \l/,; El:'fﬂ, \z

1;" 19 J..a})

T ..-









For More |nformation

Contact your local Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) for
more information regarding the
topics covered in this pamphlet. The
contact information for the SWCDs
in northeast Ohio is provided here.

Check with your County
Cooperative Extension Offices.
Extension Offices have a range

of resources on lawn care and
landscape maintenance including
plant selection, pest control, and soil
testing.

Libraries, bookstores, and garden
centers usually have a wide selection
of books that discuss lawn care

and other aspects of landscape
management. Garden centers often
have telephone hotlines or experts
available to answer your gardening
questions.
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In northeast Ohio the SWCDs are
affiliated with a public involvement/
public education work group called
NEO PIPE. NEO PIPE helps
communities educate the general
public on storm water and water
quality issues. NEO PIPE expanded
and updated this brochure which was
originally produced by the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency.

Cuyvahoga SWCD
216-524-6580
www.cuyahogaswed.org

Geauga SWCD
440-834-1122
www.geaugaswed.com

Lake County SWCD
440-350-2730
www.lakecountyohio.gov/soil

Lorain SWCD
440-326-3800
www. loraihswed.com

Medina County SWCD
330-722-2628
www.medinaswed.org

Portage SWCD
330-297-7633
www.portageswed.org

Summit SWCD
330-929-2871
www.summitswed.org
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